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Downing Street has 

announced that the new 

Church of England Bishop 

of Portsmouth will be the 

Right Reverend Christopher 

Foster. 

Bishop Christopher, 56, who 

is currently Bishop of Hert-

ford in the St Albans diocese, 

will become the ninth Bishop 

of Portsmouth later this year. 

He succeeds the Rt Revôd Dr 

Kenneth Stevenson, who was 

bishop for fourteen years until 

he retired last autumn. 

Bishop Christopher is 

looking forward to joining the 

diocese, but will not actually 

take up the role until he is 

officially installed as Bishop 

of Portsmouth at a special 

service in Portsmouth Cathe-

dral later this year, at a date to 

be announced.  

It was at the Annual  

Parochial Church Meeting in 

April last year that I told the 

congregation of my intention 

to retire (again!) on 30th June 

2010.  I did this deliberately to 

give plenty of time to think 

about the appointment of a 

successor and so that the 

congregation might get used 

to the idea that Carol and I 

were not going to be around 

for ever.  This final year has 

gone all too quickly and these 

final months are going even 

more quickly. When we came 

All Change at Buriton 

and justice. So I shall enjoy 

the great variety of the diocese 

and its church life as I join 

with lay and ordained col-

leagues in living the good 

Bishop Christopher said: "I 

am honoured and excited to be 

invited to be Bishop of 

Portsmouth. Sally and I are 

looking forward to meeting 

the people of the diocese both 

in the churches and also in the 

wider community, and 

discerning how I and the 

church may serve them and 

the gospel. There will be 

much to discover as I get to 

know this part of Hampshire 

and the Isle of Wight, the 

people, villages and towns.  

ñChristians are called to be 

visible and approachable, with 

the Bishop leading that 

witness and service. My role 

as Bishop of Portsmouth will 

be to lead a church that cares 

for people, encourages 

discipleship, shares in God's 

mission, and stands for truth 
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New Bishop of 

Portsmouth announced 

news of Jesus Christ."  

Bishop Christopher grew up 

in the industrial West Mid-

(Continued on page 6) 

to Buriton in November 2005 

we knew no one, but both 

Church and village have made 

us hugely welcome and in 

many senses we are reluctant 

to leave.  I mentioned earlier 

that it is my intention to retire 

again ï some of you will be 

aware that I left full time 

secular employment in April 

2000 at the tender age of fifty-

six and since ordination I have 

served as a non-stipendiary 

curate in our former village of 

Hawkley with Priors Dean, 

and Empshott with Greatham, 

and here at Buriton.  For me 

working with Giles has been 

great ï he is both óhands offô 

and yet very supportive. It has 

also been good to be part of a 

Group Ministry and I have 

valued the weekly Eucharist 

and staff meeting which I have 

shared with Giles and Rob and 

latterly with Dominic and 

Anderson.  Another strength 

of the ministry in the town and 

its surrounds is PACT and its 

ministersô fraternal. What 

does the future hold?  Frankly 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Have you eaten your five 

portions of fruit and veg 

today? 

Perhaps your response to 

that is to say ñGive me a 

chance; Iôve only just finished 

breakfastò. Or perhaps you are 

totting up what you have eaten 

on your fingers. Have you hit 

the target? Do you normally? 

The five a day campaign has 

proved an important way of 

nudging us towards healthy 

living. Most of us will not 

plan at the start of the day 

what fruit and veg we will eat 

over the rest of it, but we will 

occasionally look back over 

A letter froméRob 
the day and see how we have 

done. Itôs one of the ways we 

can fight the flab and seek to 

live more healthily. 

Is there a spiritual equivalent 

of the five a day campaign? 

Some way that we can 

evaluate our spiritual health 

and stop us descending 

towards spiritual flab? Let me 

suggest five key aspects of 

spiritual health that are 

essential ï if not as a daily 

discipline ï then at least as a 

regular one. 

Are prayer, worship and 

bible reading regular habits 

for me? Do I participate in the 

common life of Godôs people 

the Church? Do I respond to 

Godôs call on me to be 

involved in his world? 

How are you doing? Are you 

as committed to fighting the 

spiritual flab as you are to 

fighting the physical? Do you 

make sure that you are 

nourished spiritually as well 

as picking up a little of what 

you fancy from the supermar-

ket shelves? Lent is a good 

time to take stock and take 

steps to improve our spiritual 

diets. 

Rob Dewing 
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King David described God 

leading him beside quiet 

waters to restore his soul.  

There are times when God 

takes us out of a busy life, 

leading Bill, Henry, Michael 

and myself from St. Peters; 

together with colleagues 

across the Diocese, beside 

the quiet waters of Sandown 

to restore our souls through 

the Readersô Weekend in 

January. 

The weekend was likened to 

motorway driving and titled 

ñFuel, Feed, Focusò.  The 

Revôd. Canon David Isaac 

stated in the programme ñWe 

need high octane fuel to burn 

brightly with the Good News; 

we need solid food to build 

our inner strength and sustain 

our journey; we need clear-

sighted focus on our purposes 

and direction.ò  The Rt. Revôd 

Robert Paterson, Bishop of 

Sodor & Man, Chair of the 

Central Readersô Council  

inspired us with his teaching 

and breadth of experience. 

Bishop Robert started his 

four addresses with the call of 

Matthew in contemporary 

style and language any H M 

Revenue & Customs inspector 

would be impressed with.  As 

the weekend progressed we 

were challenged, inspired and 

encouraged, leaving us with 

questions such as ñWhat is the 

church for?ò and a vision of 

what Godôs will might be for 

His church in 2010 and 

beyond, without losing sight 

of our heritage going back to 

Abraham. As followers of 

Christ, who commanded us to 

love God and our neighbours, 

we are faced with internal and 

external struggles as we try to 

meet the needs of the world 

Readersô Weekend 2010 

around us, as well as the needs 

of church members.  We were 

encouraged with news of how 

churches are achieving this. 

For the Readers of the 

Diocese it was a time of 

teaching, mutual fellowship 

and fun, uplifting worship and 

being with God in the quiet 

sounds of gentle waves 

breaking upon the night sands. 

Melanie Evans 

Mackarness & Lunt Solicitors  
* Domestic & Commercial Conveyancing  
* Wills, Probate, trusts, inheritance tax 
* Personal & business taxation 

* Matrimonial, family & child care problems 
* Commercial law & business planning 
* Employment 

16 High Street, Petersfield (DX 100401)   
Tel: (01730) 265111  Fax: (01730) 267994   E -mail: mac@macklunt.co.uk  

An established family firm, we offer sensible and straightforward  
legal advice to both private and business clients. 



4 March Edition 2010 

On Wednesday 3rd Febru-

ary, in the Upper Room at the 

Methodist Church, Canon 

David Isaac and Canon Peter 

Lippiett led an evening to 

help about forty people from 

St Mary Magdalen reflect 

upon how we can best care 

for one another and those in 

particular need. Hilary 

Bonney reflects on this 

evening together.  

As human beings we know 

what it means to care and we 

know what it takes to develop 

a culture of care. As a group 

the answer was amongst us; to 

care with compassion and 

generosity of heart, giving 

time and practical help. It is 

important not to be intrusive 

or to have the wrong motives. 

When involved in caring for 

another we need to know the 

boundaries and behave 

accordingly.  

We need to be open to:- 

1. Listening to ourselves: 

Part of being a community is 

being aware of who we are. 

What we know about our-

selves is limited.  In develop-

ing a culture of care, we need 

to increase the areas we are 

open to and decrease the areas 

where we are blind. 

2. Listening to other 

people: Each of us practised 

the exercise of listening by 

giving a partner our undivided 

attention with our eyes, ears 

Developing a Culture of Care 

Joint Action  
Neurological Physiotherapy in your own home  

 

Specialist treatment for adults & children with conditions affecting:  
 

�‡ Mobility and Balance  
�‡ Movement and Posture  
 

Chartered Physiotherapist  
Member of Health Professionals Council  

Tel. 01730 895372  www.jointaction.co.uk  

and heart and not speaking. 

Some of us mirrored back 

what had been said. 

 3. Listening to God: With 

reference to Exodus chapter 3 

when Moses had a dialogue 

with God, we were reminded 

that we need to listen to God. 

Giving time, attention, attitude 

(humility), being open to God, 

remembering who we are, 

having faith (trust) in God. 

It is the integrity of our lives 

that shapes our relationship 

and helps us in our commu-

nity of Christian faith and 

environment. We need to care 

through fr iendship. As 

friendship has a distinct nature 

and character  we  need 

discipleship, prayer and, as 

people are part of groups, a 

culture of empowering and 

enabling. We agreed that the 

best care takes place when that 

is a part of the culture of the 

Church ï not just something 

we leave to other people.  

But we do need to be 

careful. While good friends 

may appreciate a visit 

(although even they will 

probably like a call first), for 

others a card or an email and 

an offer of practical help are 

almost certainly more appro-

priate. There are diocesan 

Diocesan 

Website 
Have you been to see the 

Diocesan website yet?  If not 

why not check it out?  

The address is:   

www.portsmouth.anglican.org   
Youôll find news, diary dates, and lots of other  

information  at your fingertips. 

guidelines including the 

practical, legal and adminis-

trative issues relating to caring 

which have been produced to 

help in the next steps forward: 

for example, proper protection 

of children, vulnerable people, 

and data protection. The 

Anglican Church is at the 

forefront of good practice. 

Question: If we are devel-

oping a culture of care how do 

we make sure that we care for 

one another, especially those 

who are absent for a long 

time?  

Many are not part of groups 

within the church. How do we 

make sure that they are cared 

for as well as those who are 

natural ójoinersô? 

In all this there was much 

food for thought. This is a part 

of a continuing conversation. 

Hilary Bonney 

The Tithe Barn 
Old Ditcham Farm 

Wonderful setting for wedding  

receptions, parties, concerts and 
functions 

 

Telephone Margaret Oates on 01730 825562  
for brochure and viewing 

Visit our website: http://www.tithe-barn.co.uk 

BERNHARD 

KARNER  
formerly with R M Tapp  

Painter and Decorator  
All types of decoration 

undertaken.  

15 Vernon Avenue, Milton, 

Portsmouth  

Tel. 023 9235 5545 


