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The Revôd Judith Bee joins 

our Group Ministry in the 

summer.  Here she gives us a 

brief insight into her life 

before Buriton! 

Iôm delighted to have been 

appointed to serve as parish 

priest in Buriton in succession 

to Dave Stickland. Trained at 

STETS, I was ordained in 

2006 and have been serving as 

a non-stipendiary curate at 

Hambledon, in Bishops 

Waltham deanery, since then. 

By profession I was a 

primary teacher and worked 

with children with special 

needs at Liss Junior School 

for several years. 

I am married to David who 

is due to retire in the summer 

from St Peterôs Veterinary 

Group in St Peterôs Road. As 

well as being a vet, David is 

What are we doing in 

church on a Sunday morn-

ing? We will no doubt all 

answer that question in 

different ways ï probably in 

a different way each Sun-

day. We may say that we are 

making our communion with 

God; we may come seeking 

comfort or with something to 

celebrate; we may come out of 

a sense of duty or because we 

want to keep the church going. 

And yet while these answers 

may have some virtue in their 

own right, they beg the 

Portsmouth where the music 

was led by the Petersfield 

deanery youth band, which 

was great fun to do. 

Locally I am involved with 

HomeStartButser, the Peters-

field Causeway Prospects 

group and am a member of the 

also a Reader at St Maryôs 

Liss. We met as students when 

I, along with other female 

students, joined the chapel 

choir of Davidôs (in those 

days men only) college to sing 

Evensong in return for our 

supper. We still sing, pres-

ently with the Petersfield 

Chamber choir. 

Our three children, Anna 

(who is married to Chris), 

Rich and Rachael are now all 

grown up, and the birth of our 

first grandchild is imminent! 

We have lived in Liss for 

over thirty years and so know 

the area, and lots of people in 

the area, well. As a lay person 

I worked with children in St 

Maryôs Liss and in Petersfield 

deanery. Some of you with 

long memories may recall 

diocesan childrenôs events in 

The Magazine of St Peterõs, Petersfield, St Mary Magdalen, Sheet, and St Maryõs, Buriton 

Buritonôs New  

Priest-in-Charge 

Mothersô Union. 

Iôm thrilled to be coming to 

Buriton later this summer. I 

look forward to meeting you 

all. We will keep you all in 

our prayers and ask you to 

keep us in yours! 

Judith Bee 

question for me: ñIs that it?ò 

Three or four years ago as 

part of an attempt to answer 

that question at St Mary 

Magdalen we felt that God 

was giving a vision statement 

to us. Our purpose as a church 

is to Encounter God and to 

Encourage one another so that 

we may Engage with the 

world. This statement has 

become generally known as 

the ó3 Es.ô 

While I am sure that points 

us in the right direction, there 

is more. The thing that unites 

us as Christians is that we are 

just that ï followers of Christ. 

The Bible calls us disciples. 

The challenge to us is to be 

disciples not just on Sundays 

but in our whole lives. The 

task of the Church is to help 

us to do that ï to be ñwhole 

life disciplesò. 

A couple of years ago we 

were given the chance by The 

London Institute of Contem-

porary Christianity (LICC) to 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Dear Friends 

As the spring continues to 

flourish and blossom I canôt 

help but feel my heart lifted 

and my energies increase as 

we all get out more, start 

taking longer walks and do 

more outdoors stuff with the 

children. Do you have that 

feeling too? Even my chickens 

are puffing out their chests 

and strutting about with lots of 

confidence ï they rather put 

me in mind of Mick Jagger 

actually. It seems as if the rest 

of the year offers something 

tantalising and exciting for us 

all. I wonder what it could be? 

A letter froméDominic 
I always seem to associate 

warmer weather and sunshine 

with music. I always seem to 

have a tune rolling around in 

my head and lately I have 

really started to appreciate 

some of the modern worship 

music that is out there. There 

is an amazingly rich vein of 

exciting, uplifting and joyful 

stuff to discover and I review 

the latest offering form 

Christian musician, Vicky 

Beeching on the Children and 

Young Peopleôs Page in this 

issue. But I am sure this type 

of music isnôt just for younger 

people. The way in which we 

worship and praise God must 

continually develop for all of 

us if we are going to keep up 

with a Lord who is always on 

the move, a Saviour who 

never stops evolving and 

growing. A living God who is 

alive, vibrant, relevant and 

just like the springtime itself ï 

flourishing! I would love to 

hear what music excites you 

and why, especially what type 

of music you like to sing 

along to in church. 

Yours, 

Dominic Clarke 
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Does someone  

you know 

need care ? 
 

Reliable and experienced care  

workers for help at home. 
 

Ring Jo on 01730 710666 
 

or www.homehelpuk.co.uk  

T h r e e  n e w C h a l i c e  

Assistants were Licensed at 

the Parish Eucharist at St 

Peter's on Sunday 28th 

February.  They were Jill 

Hancock, Chris Town and 

Lionel Matthews (pictured 

right). 

David Francombe 

Chalice  

Assistants 
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Joint Action  
Neurological Physiotherapy in your own home  
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Tel. 01730 895372  www.jointaction.co.uk  

BERNHARD 

KARNER  
formerly with R M Tapp  

Painter and Decorator  
All types of decoration 

undertaken.  

15 Vernon Avenue, Milton, 

Portsmouth  

Tel. 023 9235 5545 
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ñIn the bleak midwinter, 

frosty winds made moan.   

Earth stood hard as iron, 

water like a stone.                                                       

Snow had fallen, snow on 

snow, snow on snow,                                                     

in the bleak midwinter, long 

ago.ò 

The very essence of Christmas 

will be evoked for many people 

on reading these words. They 

were written by Christina 

Georgina Rossetti, sister to the 

renowned Pre-Raphaeli te 

painter Dante Gabriel Rossetti. 

Her brother said of her that ñher 

habits of composing were 

eminently of the spontaneous 

kindò and ñif something 

impelled her feelings or ñcame 

into her headò her hand obeyed 

the dictation and she ñscribbled 

lines off rapidly enough.ò 

Nevertheless she is considered 

one of the most important of 

English women poets and was 

considered a possible successor 

to Alfred Tennyson as poet 

laureate, but sadly she died of a 

fatal cancer on 27th April 1894 

before this could be realized. 

She is commemorated as an 

eminent spiritual writer on this 

date each year. 

Christina was born in London 

in 1830 and was educated at 

home by her mother, an 

Anglican of devout evangelical 

bent. She lived with her mother 

all her life. Her first verses were 

published privately in 1842 

when she was 12 years old. 

Christinaôs deep religious faith 

left its marks on her writing. 

She was a devout high Anglican 

much influenced by the Oxford 

movement and besides her 

specifically Christian poetry her 

recurrent themes were unhappy 

love, death and premature 

resignation. These themes 

perhaps reflected the fact that 

her health was never robust, 

suffering recurrent bouts of 

Graves disease, a thyroid 

disorder. In 1874 she had a 

severe illness and after that 

rarely ventured outside her 

home or received visitors but 

she continued to write copi-

ously. 

Probably her best known work 

is a cryptic fairy tale called 

Goblin Market which many of 

us may have studied at school, 

but she is often remembered at 

funeral services when her 

evocative poems are used: ï 

Up hill                                                                                                                                   

 Does the road wind uphill all 

the way?         

Christina Rossetti 

Yes, to the very end.                                                                                                                   

Will the dayôs journey take the 

whole long day?                                                                    

 From morn to night my 

friend. 

Or:                                                                                                                                       

Song                                                                                                                                          

 When I am dead, my dearest, 

sing no sad songs for me;                                    

 Plant thou no roses at my 

head, nor shady cypress tree;                                        

 Be the green grass above me 

with showers and dewdrops 

wet;                         

 And if thou wilt remember, 

And if thou wilt, forget.   

Or perhaps most poignant of 

all these closing lines: 

 òRememberò                                                                                                              

Better by far you should 

forget and smile                                                              

 Than that you should 

remember and be sad. 

Christina Rossetti is remem-

bered on April 27th when we 

give thanks for her life, her 

talent and her inspiration.                       

Sylvia Roberts 

The Tithe Barn 
Old Ditcham Farm 

Wonderful setting for wedding  

receptions, parties, concerts and 
functions 

 

Telephone Margaret Oates on 01730 825562  
for brochure and viewing 

Visit our website: http://www.tithe-barn.co.uk 

Christina Rossetti,  1830 - 1894 


