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 Dear Friends 

 The actor Richard Wilson 

in the series One Foot in the 

Grave had a catch phrase as 

he commented on the world 

around him.  "I don't 

believe it".  I hope that as I 

settle into retirement I won't 

become a crusty old man 

complaining about the world 

and its follies.  I am very 

aware in our churches and in 

the community people are 

generally very positive about 

the lifestyle of the re-

tired.  They are creative and 

offer service and expertise to 

those around them, so I have 

lots of good role models to 

follow. 

 Just as retirement is about 

new life, so is Easter: our 

spring festival of encourage-

ment and hope.  The cross of 

defeat becomes the sign of a 

new kind of victory.  A 

victory for hope and love 

It has been said that 

religious practice comprises 

of ófour bôsô: believing, 

behaving, belonging and 

becoming. The Christian faith 

seems in many ways to 

prioritise believing, certainly 

much more than other faiths. 

So contemplating what we 

believe is unavoidable as 

Christians. 

However, óbelievingô is not 

the same as óknowingô. Belief 

which are stronger than the 

cynicism and greed of worldly 

values. 

The general election is about 

to take place and this is about 

a kind of new life too.  The 

political parties are asking for 

our support and we can 

choose the candidate who 

comes closest to our crite-

ria.  We have become very 

cynical about our members of 

parliament after a year of 

controversy over expenses but 

this must not put us off our 

chance  to engage in a democ-

ratic process.  Voting at a 

general election is not just a 

privilege, it is a duty.  It 

shows we care about our 

world, our country and our 

neighbourhood. 

May is the month of Chris-

tian Aid, the Christian charity 

that reminds us of our 

neighbours in the global 

village.  Christian Aid Week 
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then carry it on his back for 

evermore? His teachings, he 

said, should be treated in 

exactly the same way. 

Believing 

It may therefore be more 

helpful to think about believ-

ing as a process, rather than 

belief and one very broad 

definition of believing might 

be, óa conviction about reality, 

open to question, but shared 

with sufficient others to form 

(Continued on page 5) 

Why do we have the Creed? 

A pictorial representation of 

belief about the Trinity 

is the time to be generous in 

time and money on behalf of 

the world's poor. 

 So finally Penny and I offer 

all the readers of The Rock 

our greetings and farewell as 

we go our separate ways but 

on the same path that leads us 

onwards towards the truth that 

sets us free. 

 Yours sincerely 

can easily encompass both a 

foundationalist position, that 

is the ability to draw comfort 

in the idea that unchanging 

beliefs provide certainties, and 

a coherentist viewpoint that 

can accept that beliefs are 

merely provisional. One of the 

Buddhaôs most famous 

teachings concerned a raft 

crossing a river. Buddha asked 

his followers whether after 

learning to make the raft and 

crossing the river, if he should 
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If you read the Times 

article of January 15th 

pronouncing the large scale 

closure of High Street 

Christian book shops as 

ñevidence of a trade in 

turmoilò, you may well 

wonder how Unity Bookshop 

in Petersfield has remained 

open for business. The shopôs 

trustees who are not in the 

least complacent, recognise 

that this is the direct result of 

support by both its customers 

Unity Bookshop - 22 years oné and still in business! 
and loyal volunteers and 

manager. Without these 

elements, the shop would have 

ógone underô long since. As it 

is, Unity Bookshop, which 

first opened its doors 22 years 

ago in order to spread Godôs 

word in the town, has made it 

through some of the leanest 

months ever. 

Avoiding untimely closure 

depends entirely on continued 

volunteer and customer 

support.  Credit where credit 

is due.  Without volunteers, 

the shop could not operate, 

and if more customers 

switched to buying their 

Christian books online, the 

result would almost certainly 

be disastrous. In order to 

survive, therefore, the shop 

needs its customers through 

the door, browsing and 

buying, and churches, schools 

and others placing orders.  To 

provide a more comprehensive 

and efficient service to its 
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This year St Peterôs 

Church will be reviving the 

tradition of holding a 

Summer Fete and your help 

is needed to help make the 

event successful. 

The fete will be held from 

2.30pm on Saturday 26 June 
in the churchyard and with 

some stalls in the church 

itself. The church will be open 

as usual to encourage the 

public to come and have a 

look at our beautiful historic 

building whilst at the same 

time enjoying a game, having 

some tea and cake, entering a 

raffle or browsing the stalls! 

But ,  we need your 

helpé.specifically we need: 

St Peterôs Summer Fete 
Saturday 26th June 2010 

§ Quality items to raffle. 

§ Books, DVDôs, bric-a-

brac, crafts, etc. 

§ and most importantly - 

You. To help run a stall, 

sell raffle tickets, etc. 

If you think you can help in 

anyway please contact 

Dominic Clarke on (01730) 

266199 or Brenda James on 

(01730) 260213 as soon as 

possible. 

Donôt forget to put the date 

in your diary now and letôs 

start praying for good 

weather! 

Dom Clarke 

customers, generous private 

donations have allowed for the 

recent installation of comput-

erised technology. 

The shop may appear 

vulnerable, but it seems that 

Godôs work through Unity is 

not yet finished. The proof is 

there in Folly Lane for all to 

see.  Nevertheless, we urge 

you to continue using itéor 

risk losing it. 

Di Mackarness 

Chairman of Trustees 

Internal view of the bookshop External view of the bookshop in Folly Lane 


