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There were nearly three 

hundred of us crowded into St 

Peterôs Church on Sunday 2nd 

May to say farewell to Giles 

and Penny. Giles presided for 

the last time at the Family 

Eucharist at which presenta-

tions were made by the Junior 

Church, and by Peter and 

Torla Mackarness on behalf of 

the congregation.  The Junior 

Church children had made a 

series of candle-holders 

which, when arranged in the 

correct order, spelt out ñSt 

Peterôsò. Giles was very 

pleased to admit Hannah 

Burges, Florence Clarke and 

Rosie Dean as full choristers 

presenting them with their 

surplices.  Giles chose the 

hymns and the choir sang 

Rutterôs ñFor the beauty of the 

earthò at Pennyôs request. 

Special guests at the service 

included members of Giles 

and Penny Harris-Evansô 

family, together with  Toby 

Wright, former assistant 

curate at St Peterôs, now 

Rector of Witney, Oxfordshire 

and  Paul Smith, Vicar of St 

Albanôs, West Leigh, one of 

the parishes linked with St 

Peterôs.  Also present were 

Mia Bellander and Pär 

Åkerström from Österåker-

Östra Ryds Parish in Sweden, 

another parish linked with St 

Peterôs. 

The service was followed by 

a Parish Lunch at which our 

Churchwardens, Jillie and 

Chris, presented gifts from the 

congregation; a set of wood-

carving tools for Giles, a bay 

tree for Penny and a cheque 

for them both. Gifts were also 

given by St Peterôs Bellringers 

and the congregations of the 

two linked parishes. The 

afternoon concluded with a 

light-hearted look at what 

Giles and Penny might expect 

in retirement compiled by Jill 

Hancock and presented by 

three Lion and Unicorn 

Players who also happen to be 

members of St Peterôs, Jill 

herself, Simon Mackarness 

and David Francombe. 

Giles came to St Peterôs in 

November 1999 after serving 
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Farewell to Giles and Penny 

in parishes in Yorkshire, 

Coventry, London and Sri 

Lanka. Before retiring a few 

years ago, Penny was a special 

needs teacher at Sheet Primary 

School.  Giles and Penny have 

moved to Southsea where they 

have bought a house and they 

leave us with our love, prayers 

and best wishes for a long, 

fruitful and happy retirement. 

David Francombe 

Former Curate Revôd Toby Wright, Giles and  

current Curate Dominic Clarke 



2 June Edition 2010 

DIRECTORY  

St Peterôs, Petersfield 

Website: www.stmarysburiton.org.uk 

Rector 

Position Vacant 

Parish Priest 

The Revôd David Stickland, 269390 

e-mail 

david_stickland.t21@btinternet.com 

Churchwardens: 

Lynne Ashcroft, 231709  

Gordon Bray, 264278  

Parish Secretary 

Caroline Gray, 266645  

Director of Music:  

Alison Stevens 

PCC Secretary 

Lynne Ashcroft, 231709 

PCC Treasurer 

Ian Johnston, 262293 

Baptism Enquiries & Verger 

Charmian Reeves, 264284 

Seward Room Booking Secretary 

Bob Wright, 263771 

Wedding Enquries:  

Lynne Ashcroft, 231709  

Website 

www.stmarymagdalensheet.org.uk 

Vicar  

The Revôd Rob Dewing, 263673 

e-mail:  robdewing@stmaryssheet.org.uk 

Asst Curate 

The Revôd Anderson Marsh, 268156 

Honorary Assistant Clergy  

The Revôd Douglas Banyard, 261004  

The Rev'd Felicity Heal (Deacon) 

The Rev'd Peter 'Mick' Micklethwaite 

Readers 

Linda Clist  

Gareth Denby, 023 9279 7128  

Churchwardens 

Dave Castle, 266903    

Sylvia Bovington, 262590 

Director of Music 

Andrew Lyon, 07986 847708 

Parish Administrator  

Dave Dowdeswell,  302695 

Office Hours - Wed-Fri 9.15-11.30am  
e-mail:  admin@stmaryssheet.org.uk 

PCC Secretary 

Paula Wigley, 300729 

PCC Treasurer 

Charlie Meader, 263953 

Vergers 

Shaun & Rebecca Whelan, 302738 

Baptism enquiries  

The Revôd Rob Dewing, 263673 

Marriage enquiries  

Jenny Parkes,  265438 

Publicity Officer  

Jean Dowdeswell, 301567  

e-mail: via admin@stmaryssheet.org.uk 

St Maryôs, Buriton 

Parish Registers 

St Peterôs, Petersfield 

Website: www.stpeterspetersfield.org.uk 

Vicar  

Position Vacant 

Asst. Curate:  

The Revôd Dominic Clarke, 266199 

Honorary Assistant Clergy 

The Revôd Canon Ted Kelly, 260399 

The Revôd Margaret Robinson, 268056 

The Revôd Anthony Smyth, 260370 

The Revôd Sylvia Roberts, 301501 

The Revôd Bill Canham (retired) 

Readers 

Bill Grace, 262335,  

Michael Moore 

Churchwardens 

Jillie Francombe, 263254 

Chris Town, 829584 

 

Parish Administrator  

Brenda James, 260213 

Office hours: 9am-12 noon weekdays 

e-mail:  saintpeterschurch@tiscali.co.uk  

Director of Music 

Mark Dancer BA, FRCO, 023 9237 7166 

Organ Scholar 

Position Vacant 

PCC Secretary 

Jill Hancock, 263763 

PCC Treasurer 

Alison Williams, 269756 

Verger 

Ken Woodman, 268393 

St Peterôs Hall Manager 

Brenda James, 260213 

Press Officer 

David Francombe, 263254 

St Mary Magdalen, Sheet 

Baptism 

Noah Sam TAYLOR 

  

Weddings 

Charlotte Louise WINSHIP &  

Shane Wilson MARTIN  

Baptisms 

Evelyn DORKINGS 

Sofia JAMES 

Funerals 

Tony DAY 

Elizabeth ROBERTS 

Liz HAYWARD  

John GRENFELL Sally NICHOLAS 

St Mary Magdalen, Sheet 

E. CANTERBURY LTD  
of PETERSFIELD  

BUILDERS AND CONTRACTORS  
 

Specialists in the maintenance of your property 

3 PENNS ROAD, PETERSFIELD     

Tel: PETERSFIELD 262197 

Baptisms 

Logan COOK 

Masie EAST 

 

Wedding 

Victoria OATES & William MEDCALF 

St Maryôs, Buriton 

 

Everington Physiotherapy 
 

Margaret Everington. MCSP 
 

Chartered Physiotherapist 
 

01730 821006 

 

mailto:admin@stmaryssheet.org.uk
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Dear Friends, 

This is my last letter to you.  

It is almost five years since I 

came to Buriton and it is with 

very mixed feelings that I 

consider my second retire-

ment.  On the positive side, 

what I can say is that I have 

thoroughly enjoyed my time 

here and I have a real sense of 

having fulfilled my vocation.  

On the negative side, we shall, 

of course, be sad to say 

farewell to so many friends 

which we have made in the 

area, not just since we have 

been at Buriton, but we are 

moving further away from our 

A letter froméDave 
previous home in Hawkley as 

well.  Also I know that change 

from the busyness of parish 

life to a fuller retirement also 

brings with it some chal-

lenges.  Carol has a much 

more spontaneous approach to 

life than I and I still need 

some structure and plan to 

each day ï so there will be 

some interesting negotiations 

here.  Although we shall be 

living within a stoneôs throw 

of the Cathedral, we still need 

to decide where to worship on 

a regular basis.  I also need to 

be aware of any future, less 

onerous and less regular, 

ministry to which I may be 

called; chaplaincy of some 

sort, perhaps. The New 

Testament contains many 

letters, not just from Paul but 

from others also, and they are 

often very personal mention-

ing individuals by name and 

specific incidents ï óWhen 

you come, bring the cloak that 

I left with Carpus at Troasô, 

springs to mind ( 2 Tim. 4:13).  

Perhaps I could leave with you 

another quotation from Paulôs 

first letter to the Corinthian 

church (16:13), óKeep alert, 

stand firm in your faith, be 

courageous, be strong.  Let all 

that you do be done in love.ô 

Yours in Christ, 

Dave Stickland 
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Providing excellent care in a homely environment at:  

Acacia House Nursing Home  
( 023 9259 4138  

Two Beeches Nursing Home  
( 023 9223 2706  

It is the policy of our homes to promote independent 
living, preserving dignity and privacy at all times  

: www.contemplation-homes.co.uk  

By the time you read this, 

the interregnum will have 

started but, at the time of 

writing, we still have three 

weeks to go.  That does not 

mean that nothing has been 

happening!   

At meetings of the PCCs of 

St Peterôs and St Maryôs a 

number of decisions were 

taken. St Peterôs have ap-

pointed Jillie Francombe and 

Chris Town as their represen-

tatives and St Maryôs voted 

for Lynne Ashcroft and Ian 

Johnston as theirs.  

Both PCCs have reaffirmed 

their desires not to adopt 

Resolutions A and B of the 

Priests (Ordination of 

Women) Measure 1993 

Interregnum update 

Now there is an  

alternative  

to residential care 
 

Care visits in your own home 

allow families  

to stay in touch whilst enjoying the privacy,  

safety and security of continuing to live  

in familiar surroundings 

01730 262578 
Charles House, Charles St. Petersfield GU32 3EH 

Email: Petersfield@bluebirdcare.co.uk  

which means a woman priest, 

if appointed, would be 

welcomed by both parishes. It 

was also decided to ask the 

Bishop to advertise the 

vacancy when the time 

comes. 

Work on the Parish Profile 

for St Peterôs is nearing 

completion and the wording 

has been approved by the 

PCC with some modifications 

included.  Both the Archdea-

con, Peter Hancock, and the 

Area Dean, Rob Dewing, 

have also seen the draft 

document and have been 

complimentary. A Profile for 

St Maryôs was already in 

existence as it had been 

prepared for the appointment 

of Davidôs replacement, 

Revôd Judith Bee. 

Giles and Penny have made 

their move to Southsea and 

the Churchwardens  are 

awaiting a visit to the vicar-

age by the Diocesan Parson-

age Board to discuss any 

repairs or re-decoration that 

may be required. 

Once the Vacancy is 

declared, on or about the 1st 

June, the pace hots up and the 

process of finding a new 

incumbent for St Peterôs can 

really start. Please pray for all 

those involved. 

David Francombe 
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The evening of 4th May saw 

the twice yearly meeting of the 

Group Council.  A Group 

Council is a legal entity and in 

this case recognises the formal 

relationship among St Peterôs, 

St Maryôs, Buriton and St 

Mary Magdalen, Sheet.  The 

c lergy,  churchwardens, 

treasurers and parish represen-

tatives meet to keep each other 

informed, by way of short 

reports, of the work of their 

respective churches.  I imagine 

that for many lay people this is 

not a very important meeting.  

But for me the other side of 

this formality is the relative 

informality of the weekly 

Eucharist and staff meeting 

which the clergy share each 

Tuesday morning from 

8.00am, meeting mostly at St 

Peterôs but also periodically at 

the other two churches. It may 

be that in the future Group 

Councils may figure more 

prominently in the lives of our 

churches as one of the new 

patterns of mission and 

ministry being considered by 

the Deanery Pastoral Commit-

tee is the possibility of the 

whole Deanery becoming one 

or two Groups.   

Dave Stickland 

ROWLAND'S  
Funeral Services 

Est. 1934 

1, St. Peters Road, Petersfield. 

Tel: 01730 262711 
Website: www.funerals-petersfield.co.uk 

Group 

Council On Palm Sunday I left St 

Mary Magdalen in the capable 

hands of my colleagues and 

spent the morning with the 

coaching team for the under 

10ôs at Petersfield Rugby Club 

at Pennôs Place. On Sunday 

May 2nd there was a return 

match as Will Glancy, Under 

10ôs coach at PRFC and Sheet 

resident, joined us at St Mary 

Magdalen. 

The idea for this exchange 

originally came from Will 

who I know through the Sheet 

Village Association and my 

occasional games of Cricket 

for the Queens Head. Will 

mentioned once or twice that 

we ought to swap places on a 

Sunday morning and see how 

we got on. I think he meant it 

in jest, but when I called his 

bluff and got my diary out, he 

took it in good heart. 

I thoroughly enjoyed my 

morning with the Under 10ôs. 

I havenôt played rugby since I 

was not far off their age, but 

remembered enough to not 

make a fool of myself and 

enjoyed joining the group of 

six or so dads who work with 

Will. We were trying to get 

the children to think about 

space and movement; not just 

running to where the ball is or 

running sideways once they 

had it. At the end of the 

session I chatted to them 

about what it means to be a 

part of a team ï though got 

into a bit of trouble for 

ment ioning Manchester 

United! I am often told that 

Pennôs Place is where so 

many men and boys can be 

found on a Sunday morning 

and it is true. The challenge to 

the Church is to know how we 

can reach out into this context. 

Will joined us at St Mary 

Magdalen for an All Age 

Rob ótriesô his hand at Rugby! 

Joint Action  
Neurological Physiotherapy in your own home  

 

Specialist treatment for adults & children with conditions affecting:  
 

�‡ Mobility and Balance  
�‡ Movement and Posture  
 

Chartered Physiotherapist  
Member of Health Professionals Council  

Tel. 01730 895372  www.jointaction.co.uk  

Eucharist. He and I took over 

the sermon slot and chatted 

about his life, what matters to 

him, where he sees God at 

work, the place of the Church 

in the community and how we 

can reach out to the men and 

boys who are out playing 

rugby on Sunday mornings. 

There are no easy answers to 

this last question, but the 

service contained the chal-

lenge to think about different 

ways that we can do things to 

reach out beyond our walls 

and comfort zones. There was 

also a sense that friendships 

had been strengthened by our 

swap and I received an 

invitation to join the coaching 

team again next season. I have 

to say, Iôm quite tempted. 

Rob Dewing 

The Tithe Barn 
Old Ditcham Farm 

Wonderful setting for wedding  

receptions, parties, concerts and 
functions 

 

Telephone Margaret Oates on 01730 825562  
for brochure and viewing 

Visit our website: http://www.tithe-barn.co.uk 

Rob and some of the Under 10ôs team 


