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As we say farewell to Dave 

and Carol Stickland after their 

five years at Buriton, we asked 

a few friends and parishioners 

to put their feelings into 

words .  

At Ditcham Park School, we 

have been very appreciative of 

the close support and contact 

with David Stickland. As the 

school lies within the parish of 

Buriton, we were keen to 

establish links with the local 

vicar, and approached David 

soon after his arrival in the 

area. Since then, he has been a 

regular visitor at the school, 

leading services to celebrate 

harvest festival, Advent and 

Easter, as well as leading our 

thanksgiving service at the 

annual Founderôs Day. David 

has played an important part in 

the spiritual life of the school 

and we are most grateful for 

this. 

David has always taken an 

active interest in the school, 

enquiring about the progress 

of its pupils and the various 

activities in which they are 

engaged. We wish him and his 

wife Carol happiness, as David 

retires from his second career, 

and we will miss his friendly, 

positive presence at the school. 

Kathryn Morton 

Head Teacher 

Ditcham Park School 

One of the outstanding 

features of Dave's ministry has 

been the impact he has made 

not just within the church but 

outside it.  He has managed to 

make personal contact with 

just about everyone in the 

village and is universally 

respected and valued.  It's not 

only church members  who 

have turned to him in times of 

trouble or any kind of need, 

knowing that they will be 

listened to, understood and 

cared for. Dave has been 

clearly seen to live out his 

faith in every aspect of his life 

and has been a wonderful 

witness for Christ in the 

village. The combination of 

deep commitment and per-

sonal humility which he offers 

is compelling.  

 We shall also remember 

Dave very specially, as he 
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Farewell to Dave! 

would wish,  for his zeal and 

commitment in teaching the 

scriptures. This has been a 

priority for him, evidenced  in 

his weekly sermons and in our 

study group, which has 

increased in numbers and been 

greatly appreciated by all its 

members. 

 We shall also miss Carol 

very much, not only for her 

warm personality and friendli-

ness but for her contribution to 

our worship, leading us so 

beautifully in our interces-

sions.  

   Monica Ditmus 
 

"Your calm and devoted 

service to our community is 

greatly appreciated - we wish 

you a long, peaceful, fulfilled 

and happy retirement. With 

every good wish for the 

future." 

 Mike, Alison and Julia 

Stevens 

óDave and Carol have fully 

engaged in parish life with 

energy, a sense of purpose, 

humour and respect. 

They will be missed by 

many sections of the local 

community as well as St 

Maryôs parishioners.ô 

Richard Marks 
 

My comments re Dave 

would be that his pastoral care 

to all in the parish whether a 

church member or not has 

been outstanding. He knows 

every one and every one 

knows him!! Quite an achieve-

ment.  Carol has also been 

outstanding in supporting 

Dave in all aspects of village 

life both in church and outside 

in the community They will 

both be very much missed. 

Mary Owens 
 

(Continued on page 4) 

 Dave surrounded by members of the PCC 

 Dave with volunteers at the new Buriton óPost Officeô 
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Dear Friends, 

One of the first great truths 

that we are told in the Bible is 

that we are made in the image 

of God. I know that is true but 

I have a natural tendency to 

try to turn it round; to act as 

though God is made in my 

image. 

You may feel that I am 

unusually arrogant (and you 

may be right) but I suspect 

that it is true of most of us. 

For example there is little that 

we find so difficult as wor-

shipping in a way that does 

A letter froméRob 

not feel right for us. I can 

dress up my difficulties with 

worship bands or evensong in 

all sorts of ways, but much of 

the time it is just that I donôt 

like it ï and so I think that 

God canôt like it either. 

One of the really fantastic 

things about living in Peters-

field is the opportunities that 

present themselves to be 

challenged by my fellow 

Christians. On June 10th we 

had the chance to worship 

together in the Festival Hall 

through the first of a new 

PACT initiative called 

Engage. And then of course at 

the end of July we have the 

most fantastic of PACT events 

ï Holiday Club.  

Like all the events and 

projects which are held under 

the banner of PACT these are 

good things, not just because 

of the good that they do. They 

are important because they 

help each of us to really learn 

that Godôs image comes in a 

whole variety of packages. 

We know it, but if we really 

believed it I canôt help but 

think that the Church would 

be very different.   

Rob Dewing 
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Providing excellent care in a homely environment at:  

Acacia House Nursing Home  
( 023 9259 4138  

Two Beeches Nursing Home  
( 023 9223 2706  

It is the policy of our homes to promote independent 
living, preserving dignity and privacy at all times  

: www.contemplation-homes.co.uk  

On the 1st June, Giles 

officially retired, the Benefice 

became vacant and the 

Interregnum officially started.  

It has to be said that most of 

the congregation at St Peterôs 

will not have noticed any 

difference.  However, behind 

the scenes there has been 

some activity.  

 The Vicarage, Shackleford 

House, has been let by the 

Diocese on a short term, six-

month tenancy. This means 

that, while the PCC lose their 

free car parking, the Church-

wardens no longer have the 

day-to-day responsibility for 

the care and security of the 

building. 

Interregnum Update  
June/July 

Now there is an  

alternative  

to residential care 
 

Care visits in your own home 

allow families  

to stay in touch whilst enjoying the privacy,  

safety and security of continuing to live  

in familiar surroundings 

01730 262578 
Charles House, Charles St. Petersfield GU32 3EH 

Email: Petersfield@bluebirdcare.co.uk  

The joint PCC of St Maryôs 

and St Peterôs met in June and 

formally adopted the follow-

ing resolutions: 

§To request the Bishop, as 

patron of the living, to 

consider advertising the 

vacancy 

§Not to request a meeting 

with the Bishop 

§Not to request a statement 

in writing from the Bishop 

describing, in relation to St 

Peterôs and St Maryôs, the 

needs of the parish and the 

wider church 

§That neither PCC wished 

to adopt either resolution A 

or B under 3(7) of the 

Priest (Ordination of 

Women) measure 1993 

§Confirmed the four Parish 

representatives. 

The Parish profiles and 

Person profile have been 

completed and are with the 

Archdeacon, Peter Hancock, 

both in electronic and hard 

copy form.  By the time this 

article appears, these should 

be available to view on the 

Diocesan website: 

www.portsmouth.anglican. 

org    

David Francombe 

http://www.portsmouth.anglican.org/
http://www.portsmouth.anglican.org/



