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Welcome Gbenga! 

of the countryôs most high-profile 

Gospel groups, for Friday 18th March.  

Their message of joy and hope has 

raised spirits all over the world.  New 

this year is the Tuesday lunchtime 

concert at St Peterôs Church, given by 

three young musicians who have 

received awards from the Festivalôs 

Michael Hurd Memorial Fund. 

The opening concert on 

Friday 11th March showcases 

Petersfield Theatre Group in an 

Evening of Musical Theatre ï a 

panorama of song and dance 

from Gilbert and Sullivan to 

their latest production, Little 

Shop of Horrors.  

The Monday and Wednesday 

Youth Concerts will again 

bring local schools together in 

Petersfield Musical Festival 11-19 March 2011 

Anglican Churches, the Methodist 

and the Christ Apostolic Church in 

Lagos for many years, until emigrat-

ing to UK in 2007. 

Gbenga has degrees in Building 

Technology and Environmental 

Technology, and worked in Nigeria 

for ExxonMobil as a safety advisor 

and Construction supervisor at 

different times.  He married Kemi in 

2002, and they have three children, 

girls Bolu (7) and Adura (3), and boy 

Joshua (3 months).  They felt that 

God was leading them to come to the 

UK, to be involved in mission work, 

and decided to put themselves in 

Godôs hands to do His will.     

Currently Gbenga works in 

Portsmouth as a Social Support 

worker with the NHS Trust.  He and 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Petersfield audiences can 

look forward to another 

vibrant week of music-

making at the Festival 

Hall and St Peterôs 

Church during the 2011 Musical 

Festival.   

The origins of the Festival lie in 

choral singing, and this year it features 

three inspirational choral masterpieces 

ï Vaughan Williamsô A Sea Symphony 

on Saturday 12th, Beethovenôs Ninth 

Symphony on Thursday 17th, and 

Bachôs Mass in B minor on Saturday 

19th March. 

Members of St Peterôs congregation 

may have a special interest in two of 

the weekôs events. We are very lucky 

to have been able to engage the 

London Community Gospel Choir, one 

The people of St. Mary Magdalen 

Sheet are delighted to welcome 

Gbenga Adeyefa-Ojomo as our new 

Director of Music. Gbenga 

(pronounced ñbengaò ï the G is 

silent) was raised in urban Nigeria, 

the third of seven children; his Dad a 

retired Accountant and a Pastor, and 

his Mum a trader, chorister and song 

writer.  Gbenga himself became a 

choirboy at the age of seven, ñpartly 

so my Mum could keep an eye on 

me!ò  His musical talent became 

evident when he taught himself to 

play the mouth-organ, so his Dad 

arranged for keyboard lessons.  By 

the age of seventeen, Gbenga was 

appointed assistant organist, and 

began training the church choir.  

Throughout his college years in 

Lagos his organist role developed, 

and he bacame chief organist of the 

a lively mix of vocal and instrumental 

music, this yearôs centrepiece being a new 

set of songs by Jonathan Willcocks cele-

brating the South Downs National Park.  

Tickets will be on sale from Monday 7th 

February at One Tree Books, 7 Lavant 

Street, Petersfield, GU32 3EL, Tel. 

261199.   
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On Sunday 20th February 

(the day before the Rock went 

to print) Rob announced that 

he would be leaving St Mary 

Magdalen. This is what he 

said. 

It is with extremely mixed 

emotions that I am announc-

ing my departure from St 

Mary Magdalen. I have been 

 A letter from...Rob Dewing 

offered and have accepted the 

post of Pastoral Director at Lee 

Abbey in Devon. 

It has been wonderful to be a 

part of the story of what God 

has been doing at St Mary 

Magdalen over the last 8 years. 

God has been very gracious to 

us and I know that he will 

continue to be. It has been 

particularly exciting for me to 

see how in recent months there 

seems to be an energy and 

excitement about the church 

which is fantastic. That has not 

been about me ï it has been 

about this church family and 

God. And it will continue to be 

so. 

This is a very sad moment for 

us as a family. I canôt think 

what would be a good 

time to leave St Maryôs ï 

itôs been very special for 

us. We have a new and 

different challenge. I 

know that God has led us 

to a new place but I know 

too that he will continue 

to guide St Mary Magda-

len into new and exciting 

places. 

Timing is still a little 

uncertain, but my last Sunday 

here will probably be in early 

to mid May and I am due to 

be licensed at Lee Abbey in 

mid June. 

Verity and the girls are 

away this weekend. They are 

sad not to be here. This has 

been a decision that we have 
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his family worship at The 

Redeemed Christian Church 

of God in Portsmouth, with 

Headquarters in Redemption 

Way Lagos Nigeria. The 

Church has many branches 

worldwide.  Gbenga was the 

Music minister/director and 

has responsibility there for 

(Continued from page 1) 

Welcome to Gbenga 

K.M. WILSON  

M.S.S. Ch. M.S. Ch.A. 

Visiting 

Chiropodist 
Petersfield 268722 

 

Registered with the Health 

Professionals Council 

evangelism and mission. I 

suspect he will find St Maryôs 

quite different in style ï there 

are exciting times ahead for us 

all! 

Gbenga says he is excited 

about the prospect of working 

with us, is looking forward to 

contributing his own ideas and 

experiences to our worship 

 Transform Tree Care 

Our tree care team, led by a fully qualified tree 
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professional  
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For a no obligation, free quotation, please call  
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Approved by Trading Standards 

óBuy with Confidence Schemeô 
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Buriton House, 27a High Street,  

PETERSFIELD Tel: (01730) 233244 

and helping us all to sing and 

make music to the glory of 

God.  He wants to see us all 

taking our calling as followers 

of Christ seriously.  Amen to 

that!! Gbenga, a warm 

welcome to St. Mary Magda-

len Church Sheet! 

Sylvia Bovington 

made together ï to find a very 

different context in which to 

explore what it is to be a 

disciple of Jesus. We will 

remain forever grateful for 

what you have taught us of 

this. 

Rob Dewing 
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On 24th March 1980 

Archbishop Oscar Romero 

was shot dead whilst cele-

brating mass. A witness 

reported, ñHe was shot while 

elevating the chalice at the end 

of the Eucharistic rite. When 

he was shot, his blood spilled 

over the altar along with the 

contents of the chalice.ò Since 

his death there have been 

moves afoot for his beatifica-

tion and these are continuing, 

although in San Salvador he is 

already known colloquially as 

San Romero. His special day 

of annual remembrance is 24th 

March. 

So how did a boy born in 

p o v e r t y  b e c o m e  a n 

Archbishop and a potential 

modern day saint? Ciudad 

Barrios, a poor mountain town 

in San Salvador, near to the 

border with Honduras, was his 

home town where he lived 

with his parents and seven 

siblings in a small house with 

neither electricity nor running 

water and where the childrenôs 

beds were the dirt floor. He 

was basically educated up to 

the age of twelve when his 

father insisted that he be 

apprenticed as a carpenter. He 

showed great promise in this 

craft but signs of his religious 

calling had been evident from 

an early age, when he was 

often to be found in one of the 

townôs two churches, so he 

entered the minor seminary in 

San Miguel at thirteen years 

of age. He must have been a 

very special seminarian for he 

was promoted to the national 

seminary in San Salvador and 

then to the Gregorian Univer-

sity in Rome where he 

received a Licentiate in 

Theology. He was ordained in 

Rome in 1942 at twenty-five 

years of age. Sadly his family 

could not attend his ordination 

because of war time travel 

restrictions. He continued his 

studies in Rome and would 

have enjoyed life there as an 

academic but he was recalled 

to San Salvador in 1944 due to 

a severe shortage of priests 

and this move governed the 

rest of his life. 

Initially he served as a 

pastor of a rural parish but his 

exceptional skills and commit-

ment led to his rapidly moving 

to assume greater responsibili-

ties ï as Rector of the inter- 

diocesan seminary, pastor of a 

cathedral parish, Executive 

Secretary of the Episcopal 

Council for Central America 

and Panama, editor of the arch

- d i o c e s a n  n e w s p a p e r 

ñOrientacionò and indefatiga-

ble weekly broadcaster. By 

inclination and training he was 

quite conservative in his 

theology and doctrine. In 1970 

he was described as: ñStrong- 

willed and seemingly born to 

lead yet submitting unques-

tioningly to a structure that 

encourages conformity.ò He 

was made Auxiliary Bishop of 

San Salvador in 1970 but left 

with some relief four years 

later, finding Luiz Chavez, the 

Bishop of San Salvador too 

liberal and too political. He 

became Bishop of Santiago de 

Maria in 1974, a diocese 

which included his hometown 

of Ciudad Barrios. 

Bishop Romeroôs views 

were radically changed in 

1977 when a great friend and 

fellow Jesuit priest, Rutilio 

Grande was ambushed and 

killed by a death squad on his 

way to celebrate Mass. By this 

time Romero was Bishop of 

San Salvador in succession to 

Luiz Chavez. He had been 

welcomed by the government, 

military and aristocracy as 

ñsafely orthodoxò in contrast 

to Bishop Chavez who 

championed ñGod given 

human rights.ò Romero rushed 

to El Paisnal where his friend 

had been murdered. This death 

had a profound effect on 

Romero. He later recorded, 

ñWhen I looked at Rutilio 

lying there dead I thought,òIf 

they have killed him for doing 

what he did, then I too have to 

walk the same path.ò He urged 

the government to investigate 

but they ignored his request as 

Archbishop Oscar Romero (1917 -1980 ) 
did the censored 

press. 

Whilst he was still 

Bishop of Santiago 

de Maria Romeroôs 

conservative stance 

and his wish to 

keep his faith and 

politics separate 

had been severely 

eroded by events he 

witnessed person-

ally. Every day he 

discovered children 

dying because their 

parents could not 

pay for simple 

penicillin; people who were 

paid less than half the legal 

minimum wage; people who 

has been savagely beaten for 

ñinsolenceò after they asked 

for long overdue wages. Any 

efforts to combat these evils 

through strikes or demonstra-

tions was deemed ñMarxistò 

by the tiny but powerful 

aristocracy, even though most 

people sought to redress 

injustices by adhering ever 

more closely to the teachings 

of the Gospels and supporting 

each other in small Christian 

communities. Mercenary 

death squads roamed the land 

killing, raping and torturing 

with impunity and then 

collecting cash bounties on 

each man, woman or child 

they victimized. The murder 

of his friend Rutilio was the 

critical point on a journey 

which Romero had been 

travelling for many years. No 

longer a safe and biddable 

conservative, he preached that 

ñthe government should not 

consider a priest who takes a 

stand for social justice as a 

politician, or a subversive 

element, when he is fulfilling 

his mission in the politics of 

ñthe common goodò.ò  He 

realized that his traditional 

reluctance to speak out on 

political matters had been a 

passive endorsement of 

repression and corruption and 

that the right wing govern-

ment was in collusion with the 

aristocrats who killed for 

personal gain. He notified the 

government that representa-

tives of the Archdiocese 

would no longer appear with 

government leaders at public 

ceremonies. ñCassocks are not 

bulletproof,ò he was warned! 

Other death threats followed 

together with fire bombing of 

the archdioceseôs newspaper 

and radio offices and being 

ostracised by all but one of his 

fellow bishops. Four more 

priests were assassinated 

together with hundreds of lay 

Christian leaders and 3,000 

peasants per month. 75,000 

Salvadorans were slaughtered, 

300,000 disappeared without 

trace, a million fled their 

homeland and a further 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Old Ditcham Farm 

Wonderful setting for wedding  

receptions, parties, concerts and 
functions 

 

Telephone Margaret Oates on 01730 825562  
for brochure and viewing 

Visit our website: http://www.tithe-barn.co.uk 

Tiling ï Slating ï Flat Roofs 
Lead Work ï Fascias and 
Soffits 
Guttering ï Repairs, Painting 
Cleaning & Maintenance 

 
Free Estimates ï Call Tom 
07581064846 or 01730 231984 
 

MCM  

 

 

 

ROOFING  

FOOTPRINT PODIATRY 
Janine Bartlett   CH.11861 
B.A., B.Sc. (Hons) Pod, M.Ch.S 

Samantha Wright   CH.11880 
B.Sc. (Hons) Pod, MChS 

Registered with The Health Professions Council 
 

Private Practice Clinic held on Tuesday and Friday 
Petersfield Hospital, Swan Street, Petersfield GU32 2LB 

Tel: (01730) 263221 

www.footprintpodiatry.co.uk 

PACT Lent Programme 2011 

Home Computer Tuition 
 

Friendly Experienced Tutor 
 

Sessions tailored to your own needs on your own 

PC.  Help with installations, upgrades and problems. 

John Quick BSc. MSc. 

Petersfield 266493   

07885 114949 Mobile  

Once again PACT is 

offering a variety of ways in 

which we can journey 

together through Lent. 

This year there will be 

ecumenical groups offering 

the York Course óRich 

Inheritance ï Jesusô legacy of 

love.ô 

ñJesus didnôt write a will. 

He left no written instructions. 

He didnôt seem to have a plan. 

At the end, as he hung dying 

on the cross, almost all of his 

followers had abandoned him. 

By most worldly estimates his 

ministry was a failure. 

Nevertheless, Jesusô message 

of reconciliation with God 

lived on. It is the central 

message of the Bible. With this 

good news his disciples 

changed the world. How did 

they do it? What else did Jesus 

leave behind ï what is his 

ólegacy of love.ô?ò 

The five-week course 

involves listening to a CD and 

looking at questions designed 

to stimulate lively group 

discussion on the following: 

óAn empty tombô, óA group of 

peopleô, óA storyô, óA powerô 

and óA mealô. 

Groups based in Petersfield  

will be held on Monday 

a f te r noon ,  W ed ne sda y 

morning, Wednesday evening 

and Friday morning. 

There will also be groups in 

Buriton on Monday evening, 

Thursday evening and Friday 

evening. 

More details of all these 

groups and how to book a 

place are in the PACT Lent 

leaflet, available in all PACT 

Churches and also on the 

PACT Website. 

In addition several PACT 

Churches are organising other 

events to which all are invited. 

Salvation Army 

Sunday 6.30pm at the 

Salvation Army in Swan 

Street.  

Captain Barrie Cox will lead 

five sessions, using Power-

point Presentations and 

DVDs, looking at Science and 

Creation, starting on Sunday 

13th March. 

St. Laurence Church 

Tuesday 7.30pm at St. 

Laurence Parish Hall, Station 

Road, starting on Tuesday 

15th March. 

John Huntriss will be 

speaking about some of the 

Old Testament Prophets and 

how their story is used in the 

New Testament to help us 

understand Jesus. 

John Huntriss is an excellent 

speaker who will expand our 

knowledge and appreciation of 

the Bible in a thought-

provoking way. 

St. Mary Magdalen, Sheet. 

A series of films which 

tackle some important and 

difficult social justice and 

environmental issues of today 

will be shown, starting on 

Tuesday 15th March at 

7.45pm. 

óThe Age of Stupidô, óBlack 

Gold,ô óBurma VJô, óGhosts of 

Abu Graveô and óThe Devil 

came on Horseback.ô 

All Saints, Steep Commun-

ion Discussion Group ï 

Thursdays 7pm during Lent 

There will be a series of 

readings on the Celtic Saints. 

Half an hour of meditation 

precedes the service, at which 

all are welcome. 

Please check the PACT Lent 

leaflet and www.pact.org.uk 

for details of contacts for all 

groups and activities.  

In addition to these - 

L i p h o o k  M e t h o d i s t 

Church 

Starting on Monday 7th 

March at 7.30pm, Rev Simon 

Coleman will be leading a 

series of Monday evening 

sessions introducing major 

themes of the Bible and 

looking at why we should read 

the Bible today.  

million became homeless 

fugitives constantly fleeing 

the military and the police. All 

this in a nation of only 5.5 

million people. 

Romero had nothing to offer 

his people except faith and 

hope. He used his nationally 

broadcast Sunday sermons to 

reassert the Churchôs pro-

phetic and pastoral roles in the 

face of horrendous persecution 

and to promise his listeners 

that good would eventually 

come from evil and that they 

would not suffer and die in 

vain. On March 23rd 1980, in 

his weekly sermon, he began 

to speak directly to rank and 

file soldiers and policemen: 

ñBrothers, you are from the 

same people; you kill your 

fellow peasants....no soldier is 

obliged to obey an order that 

is contrary to the will of 

God...In the name of God, in 

the name of this suffering 

people, I ask you ï I implore 

you ï I command you in the 

name of God; stop the repres-

sion!ò 

The following evening he 

was shot to death by a paid 

assassin. Soon after his death 

El Salvador was plunged into 

a full-blown civil war which 

lasted twelve years and in 

which a further 75,000 people 

lost their lives. 

Many reading this article 

will have lived through the 

years of these events. They are 

not distant history and, sadly, 

they are not the only events of 

this kind that have happened 

in our lifetime. Maybe during 

the month of March, as we 

enter the season of Lent, and 

inspired by the example of 

Oscar Romero, we could take 

time to give thanks for our 

own relatively safe, free lives 

but also to think about where 

there might be injustice, 

prejudice or persecution that 

we can personally address in 

some way, in the light of the 

Gospel teaching.        

Sylvia Roberts     

(Continued from page 4) 

Archbishop Oscar 

Romero (1917 -1980 ) 

http://www.pact.org.uk
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Activ8 is one of a number of 

childrenôs camps run by 

Scripture Union 

Why did you go to Activ8 

last year? 

I went because my cousins 

had been before and had come 

back telling me exciting sto-

ries. 

Can you briefly describe 

the experience? 

Activ8 is for children whose 

parents want them to learn 

about God in a fun way. Every 

morning there is a talk for 

everybody and there are 

songs, music and dancing and 

fun. We were split into groups 

and we read the Bible together 

every day and we got set tasks 

to do together, following signs 

to try to find clues. There was 

also a swimming pool where 

we swam. In the afternoons 

we signed up for an activity 

like craft or cameras or games. 

Spring Harvest takes place 

over three separate weeks at 

Butlins in Minehead and 

Skegness during the Easter 

Holidays. 

Why did you go to Spring 

Harvest last year? 

We went because as a family 

tradition it has proven great 

worth. We believe it is very 

important for Christians to get 

away regularly on Christian 

Holidays. Our children receive 

focused input into their lives. 

We believe that it is good for 

the children to realise that they 

are part of a greater movement 

for God, and that they receive 

specific input related to the 

issues for their age. 

Can you briefly describe the 

experience? 

The venue supplies a safe and 

secure environment, with plenty 

of activities to do, ranging from 

a quiet prayer room to many 

talk series on topics, a free fun 

fair and large indoor swimming 

pool with slides and a wave 

machine, beside being a 

traditional sea-side resort and 

only a short drive from 

a pleasant moor and beautiful 

countryside. There was great 

excitement in the build up to the 

holiday, and our children very 

much enjoyed their activities 

and learning. We enjoyed 

seeing them realise that to be a 

Christian is not odd and unusual 

and is part of a much bigger 

picture than their own provin-

cial environment. We enjoyed 

attending courses listening to 

wise words from role models on 

parenting who had reached the 

next stage up from us, 

the worship sessions, the 

thought provoking discussions 

and hearing the difference that 

committed Christians had made 

to their communities also via 

charities. Spiritually, we find 

that it buoys one up for weeks 

to come. 

Where did you particularly 

encounter God? 

We particularly encountered 

God in prayer and talking 

sessions, in the quiet room, by 

having quiet times, by being 

able to pray in small groups, 

and in the large "Big Top" 

worship events. The children 

seemed to have encountered 

God via their age-related 

groups. 

What sort of person would 

enjoy being at Spring Har-

vest? 

Any sort of person is the first 

thought that comes to my mind. 

Perhaps not a total reclusive 

"shrinking violet" as my mother 

would have put it, unless they 

were part of a supportive group. 

One particularly useful aspect 

for young families is that the 

video link up to the chalets / 

flats etc mean that one can 

listen into the sermons and 

music without losing out. 

What can I do to find out 

more / book my place? 

Obtain one of their brochure 

via 01825 769 000 or 

visit www.springharvest.org. 

There are the normal discounts 

for group bookings and modern 

marketing stuff, but I think the 

main thing to take on board is 

that there is a variety of 

accommodation to suit most 

tastes, and anything from half 

board, to self-catering, to 

touring and caravan pitches.  

Alexander Heywood 

After supper we ran about 

playing Frisbee and other 

games. 

Where did you particu-

larly encounter God? 

In the fun he gave me with 

my friends 

What sort of person would 

enjoy being at Activ8? 

Somebody who enjoys hav-

ing fun and enjoys dancing 

and singing, activities and late 

bed times and sharing a room 

with eight other people. 

What can I do to find out 

more / book my place? 

Speak to Rob and Verity 

Eastwood Dewing or go to 

http://www.scriptureunion. 

org.uk/ 

Elizabeth Eastwood Dewing  

Activ8 

Festival Time The Rock Guide to Christian Holidays and Festivals 

Four individuals and families reflect on their experience of spending time with a lot of other Christians  

Elizabeth at Activ8 

http://www.springharvest.org/
http://www.scriptureunion.org.uk/Holidays/HolidaysFolder/Activ8/5015.id
http://www.scriptureunion.org.uk/Holidays/HolidaysFolder/Activ8/5015.id
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The Keswick Convention 

takes place each July in the 

Lake District 

Might you be looking for a 

place for personal spiritual 

renewal and refocusing?  The 

Convention is a chance to spend 

a full week immersed in expert 

Bible teaching, meeting and 

renewing fellowship with other 

Christians, and enjoying the 

Lake District; it is also where 

we met.  Last year there was a 

particular involvement with the 

local community in light of the 

local floods and tragedies in the 

preceding months.  Keswick 

Weeks (three each July, with 

over 3000 attending each week) 

have an overarching theme ï 

last year this was Christ-centred 

renewal and this year it is 

Mission (Word to the World) ï 

and there are many different 

ways to choose to become 

involved.  Those attending stay 

in local holiday accommodation 

and there is no conference fee 

(donations are welcomed).  

Keswick encourages encounter-

The Keswick Convention  

ing God at many levels, 

including the beauty of the 

Lakes, Christian fellowship 

(meeting Christians everywhere 

in town) and Bible studies and 

worship.   Every Keswick week 

has special provision for 

children, teenagers and young 

adults - Keswick is family- 

friendly.   To attend, all you 

need do is book local accommo-

dation for a Convention week 

and turn up at the huge Conven-

tion tent and other meeting 

places at the right times for the 

programme you choose.  The 

C o n v e n t i o n  w e b s i t e 

www.keswickministries.org is 

full of information (speakers, 

programmes, accommodation 

links etc.). We very much prefer 

not to miss Keswick each year. 

Bob and Julie Slade  

 

Greenbelt is a 

Christian Arts and 

Music Festival 

attracting 20,000 

people to Cheltenham 

Racecourse over August 

Bank Holiday Weekend 

My familyôs trip to Green-

belt last August was our very 

first visit. I have to admit the 

thought of a Christian Festival 

had up to then filled us all 

with dread! But we love 

camping and have been to the 

odd music festival or two 

before, so trying to put aside 

our worries about having just 

too much God thrown at us, 

we went along not quite sure 

what to expect. 

The experience can best be 

described as, first and fore-

most, great fun. But it was 

also pretty enlightening, 

certainly joyful, lots of 

interesting experiences and 

also (sadly) pretty damp. The 

weather was dreadful!! 

Greenbelt is a large festival 

that is also theologically very 

broad and certainly liberal and 

inclusive in approach and 

outlook. It has a strong 

emphasis on presenting good 

music and a wide experience 

of worship that you can dip in 

and out of. There are high-

brow lectures on a range of 

topics as well as more accessi-

ble stuff (I never went to any 

of them!), comedy, perform-

ance art and lots of fun and 

shopping if you want it. There 

is a whole programme of 

activities provided for chil-

dren. The food is also excel-

lent and some of it not too 

badly priced and if you 

wanted you could enjoy a 

taste of food from every 

corner of the globe if you 

wanted to - the curry stalls are 

particularly recommended. 

However, if you really want to 

you can cook your own food 

back at your campsite. 

I experienced God in so 

many ways whilst I was there: 

In the Chai tent where Jenny 

and I could sit on the grass 

between rain showers and 

listen to drumming and 

pretend to be hippies; At the 

óGreat Singô where thousands 

of us sang along with great 

gusto to some wonderful Iona 

worship songs led by John 

Bell, and certainly at the 

Eucharist on Sunday morning 

where thousands gathered to 

sit on the floor and break 

bread together.  

Greenbelt would probably 

best suit an individual, couple 

or family who enjoy music 

and camping. It is a place 

where you can experience and 

feel part of all that is new and 

fresh and, yes even trendy in 

our faith. It has a particular 

interest in issues of justice, 

equality and would probably 

have lots to interest someone 

who is politically and cultur-

ally engaged and interested in 

the arts. 

Booking for 2011 has 

already started ï just go to 

www.greenbelt.org.uk for 

more information. 

Dominic Clarke 

The main stage at Greenbelt 

http://www.keswickministries.org
http://www.greenbelt.org.uk
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Does someone  

you know 

need care ? 
 

Reliable and experienced care  

workers for help at home. 
 

Ring Jo on 01730 710666 
 

or www.homehelpuk.co.uk  

Now there is an  

alternative  

to residential care 
 

Care visits in your own home 

allow families  

to stay in touch whilst enjoying the privacy,  

safety and security of continuing to live  

in familiar surroundings 

01730 262578 
Charles House, Charles St. Petersfield GU32 3EH 

Email: Petersfield@bluebirdcare.co.uk  

Building - Painting 
Decorating 

 

 

WELLS (Builders) 
 

18 Tilmore Gardens 
Petersfield GU32 2JQ 

Tel: Petersfield 264795 

The Community Payback 

Scheme under the Ministry 

of Justice has just completed 

the repainting of our church 

hall.  2004 was the first time 

our hall was repainted and 

our application for another 

repaint was successful.  We 

provide the materials and 

they provide the labour 

under supervision. 

The scheme is run by the 

National Probation Service; 

anyone sentenced to commu-

nity service is required to 

work together with the public 

to reduce re-offending. 

Justice Secretary Jack Straw 

announced in April 2010:  

ñThe intensive community 

payback sentence requires all 

un e mp lo yed  o f fe nd e rs 

sentenced to more than 200 

hours of community payback 

to complete their punishment 

intensively. Offenders will be 

expected to work three days a 

week and do a minimum of 

eighteen hours every week 

clearing undergrowth, picking 

up litter, renovating commu-

nity centres and cleaning up 

graffiti for local communities.  

Tough community sentences 

that effectively punish 

offenders in the community 

and address offenders' 

behaviour can get right to the 

Following on from the 

recent presentation ñGiving 

for Lifeò arranged by the 

Diocese, there has been a 

seminar on Legacies and 

Stewardship. 

It is suggested that each 

PCC should affirm or reaffirm 

its commitment to encourage 

people to make and review 

their wills as part of their 

Christian stewardship. 

Each PCC should appoint 

someone willing to encourage 

legacies and giving in the 

parish. 

It should be stressed that this 

is a long term policy to secure 

the future of each church and 

not to be seen as a ñquick fix.ò 

Giving should be proportional 

and expressed as a percentage 

of a personôs estate, rather 

than a fixed amount. 

The policy of the PCC 

should be to use legacies to 

help fund significant develop-

ment projects in the parish, 

whether buildings, equipment 

or staff.  As circumstances 

change over the years, it may 

not be possible to fulfil 

specific donor requests, so 

church members are to be 

encouraged to leave gifts in 

their wills for the general 

purposes of the parish. 

All legacies should be 

separately recorded annually 

in the parish accounts. 

Legacies can make a vital 

difference to a parishôs local 

mission and ministry. The key 

thrust of any programme is to 

encourage people to review 

their wills regularly as part of 

their everyday Christian 

discipleship. This should be 

handled in a sensitive manner 

and tailored to their particular 

needs. 

The second part of the 

seminar dealt with Steward-

ship and identified four key 

tasks:- 

§Effective teaching on 

giving and generosity 

§Linking giving with local 

vision and mission 

§Organising an annual 

review of giving 

§Thanking givers appropri-

ately 

Parishes are urged to appoint 

a Stewardship Promoter to 

work with Clergy, the Treas-

urer and the PCC in promot-

ing these aims. 

Charlie Meader 

Legacies and Stewardship 

heart of the offending; the 

sentences provide robust 

punishment and restrict liberty 

for individuals in order to 

change patterns of behaviour 

in often chaotic lifestyles.  

Last year over 62,000 

o f fenders  successfu l l y 

c o mp l e t ed  c o m mu n i t y 

payback sentences in England 

and Wales. It is estimated that 

over eight million hours of 

free labour were provided to 

benefit communities by 

offenders sentenced to 

community payback.  

Community payback does 

not replace paid employment - 

most of the work done would 

not be possible without the 

free labour provided by 

offenders. The additional 

work they do to make repara-

tion for their crimes was 

valued at over £48 million last 

year, if paid at minimum 

wage.ò 

Brenda James 

St Peterôs Hall Looking 

Spick and Span 

SNMXôR 

CARS 
PRIVATE HIRE 

AIRPORTS, SEAPORTS,  

LOCAL OR  

óANY DISTANCEô 

TOKENS ACCEPTED 

TEL: (01730) 266404 
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It was wonderful 

to see so many 

people at our 

Friendship Lunch at the end of 

January. Friendship Lunches 

seem to epitomise much of 

what we are about as a church. 

Here we have an opportunity 

to serve one another, to forge 

fr iendships across the 

generations through which we 

can be equipped to serve God 

better. And you thought you 

were just staying for lunch! 

Shared food has always been 

fundamental for an outward-

looking Christian community. 

Our Home Groups are under 

way using material on caring 

and sharing prepared by 

Linda. We have also hugely 

appreciated two GUSS 

sessions led by Mick looking 

at two óBig Words: Grace and 

Faith.ô On Sunday 13th Feb a 

small group of us gathered in 

the Red Lion to consider why 

it is that many men find it hard 

to belong to the church. 

During Lent our normal 

NewSheet  
education and discipleship 

programme ceases as we join 

up with other Christians in the 

town for a variety of learning 

and serving opportunities. Do 

look out for the programme of 

events. In St Mary Magdalen 

we will be showing a series of 

challenging and inspiring 

documentaries, each encour-

aging us in different ways to 

take a greater interest in our 

world. These will take place 

on Tuesday evenings at 

7.45pm. We will also have our 

normal Lent Lunches follow-

Many thanks to 

everyone who 

turned up at the 

hall Spring-clean 

at the beginning of February.  

Many hands did make light 

work.  A few details on how 

this was achieved appears on 

page 8. 

Of course, the most exciting 

news is the Licensing of Will 

on Monday 28th March, at 

7.30pm in St Peterôs.  Mem-

bers of St Maryôs Buriton will 

play a role in the service as 

Will is Rector of Buriton as 

well as Priest in Charge of St 

Peterôs.  Light refreshments 

will follow the service so do 

put the date in your diary.  

Will and his family are 

looking forward immensely to 

their ministry among us.. 

It has been suggested that 

we enter our churchyard in the 

Petersfield in Bloom competi-

tion so if you have any spare 

bulbs, plants, bushes etc that 

could be utilised, please leave 

them at Peter Fisherôs house, 

Petersfield Point to Point  

 

ing the three Parish Commun-

ion services in Lent. 

Our Annual Parochial 

Church Meeting takes place 

on 20th March. We will need 

to elect a new Church Warden 

to fill Sylviaôs not inconsider-

able shoes as well as four 

members of the PCC and three 

Deanery Synod members. 

Please be prayerful about 

whether you should stand 

yourself or whether there is 

somebody you could nomi-

nate. 

Rob Dewing 

which is in the corner of the 

churchyard, just before the 

Flora Twort gallery. If you 

would like to take part in 

planning and maintaining the 

churchyard with Peter, please 

do let him know. 

It was with great sadness 

that we learnt of the passing of 

Nora Chivers so unexpectedly 

and our prayers go out to 

Barry and his family at this 

time. Nora and Barry had been 

regular members of our 

congregation for many years 

and will be missed. Barry has 

gone to Bristol to live with his 

daughter. 

Another era has ended with 

the death at the age of 98 of 

Betty Blenkinsop, who was a 

staunch member of St Peterôs 

and our Mothersô Union for 

many years. Our thoughts are 

with her daughter Dinah and 

her family.  

Our new colour brochure of 

events taking place in the 

church is now available. Do 

pick up a copy - there are 

three lunchtime concerts and a 

special concert by our own 

choir in memory of Paul 

Brown, a past member of the 

choir, during March. 

Brenda James 

 

ROOM FOR 

HIRE!  
 

 

 

The Seward Room at  

St Maryôs Church, Buriton is 

available for hire. It is just 

right for small meetings or 

childrenôs parties.  Facilities 

include a fully equipped 

kitchen with ample cups & 

saucers etc, toilets, plenty of 

tables and chairs, O.H.P. and  

a flip chart.  Cost £6 per hour.  

Contact Bob Wright  

on 263771  

The Ligher Side - Cartoons by Dave Walker 


