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Who was St Valentine?

You would hope that, people are so intertwined tha
especially as nowadays such it appears that the feast of S
a lot commercially is put Valentine actually celebrates
into celebrating St. Valen- all these Christian martyrs anc
tineds Day, t maybe some others as well
have some clear information The name Valentine itself
about who he, or she was. r el at es tvoa |l tédhme
However the truth is that meaning someone who is
Valentine is a real mystery6 wor t hy 6.
and it is not even clear why pe agsociation  betweer
we make an associatioryy 5 | entineds De
between the saint and
romance.

of romantic love seems to
have been established by
Included in the list of at least Geoffrey Chaucer in the
seven possible candidates fc fourteenth century and
St Valentine we have: perpetuated and developed byunderstand through therude, itis not setseeking, it is
eighteenth century antiquaries.example of Christ that Goid not easily angered, it keeps no
However it is safe to say thatlove. God is what love is. To record of wrongs. Love does
love is probably the singular celebrate our faith then and tc not delight in evil but rejoices
most important virtue that we share our Gospel is towith the truth. It always
§ A priest executed for can associate with God, nocelebrate and champion love protects, always trusts, always
marrying Christians. matter how romanticised we above all things because, hopes, always perseveres.

§ An ltalian Bishop want to make our celebration § gye js patient, love iskind. Love never f ai

of that in our lives and culture ;
In fact all the legends and It does not envy, it does no (; corinthians 4 8a)

: , today. Indeed God does nothoast, it is not proud. It is not
information about these just love, we have come to ; P Dominic Clarke

§ A Roman Christian who
was martyred in Africa
on 14" February 269.

What happens when a Vicar leaves?

As announced in the last bishop. The fact that we have § for the purpose otonfirm-  Profiles will be produced
issue, Giles has indicated no bishop at the present time ing the appointment of two and drafts of the Profiles
that he plans to retire as does not affect things; lan, the lay members from each will have been prepared

Rector of Buriton and Vicar Bishop Commissary, can ac PCC to act as the PCCS§t0 decide whether the

of Petersfield in May. in all respects as the diocesa representatives in  the " paogoutions A and B re
This being the Church of Pishop. appointment process women priests should be
England, the process ol Notice of Vacancy § to decide whether to reques adopted.

appOintinganeW incumbent is Once the vicar leaves the the Patron to consider This last pOint may seem
not simple. The powers anc parish (in our case the 30  advertising the vacancy or strange as both parishes have
duties of the patron of OUr pjay)a Notice of Vacancy will ~ to nominate a candidate  accepted the ministry  of
Sg}[;ﬁg q ari]r? ?#é I:I’Digznaaré be declared. Within 28 days 0! § to approve the Parish Profile women priests for a consider-
(Benefices) Measure 19896 notice of a vacancy arising, ¢ (s) or Statement of Needs able time but if the PCCs vote
The Patron of Petersfield anc MEctng of the PCC (in our The PCCs will have previ- not to invoke these resolutions
case the PCCs of both Buritor oysly decided whether aand subsequently one of the

Buriton is the dio : . .
cesan and Petersfleld) must be held: joint Profile or separate (Continued on page)
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| am writing this letter to
you on New iYae
new year and a new decade.
For us in the Group here in
Petersfield, Buriton and
Sheet, 2010 will be a year of

fromeDayve

gradual change from season t
season. The thing we fea
most though is step change

sudden changes over whicl
we appear to have little or nc
control. Hymn writers seem to
change As one of our have captured some of thes
Parishioners wrote in his sentiments and | leave twc
Chri st mas c¢ar cwith you to encourage amd
new Rector, new Parish Pries strengthen you for the year o
and a gener al change ahead.

cannot predict the outcome o' 4

he alone
calls my heart to be his own.
And:

Though all the changing
scenes of life,

in trouble and in joy,

the praises of my God shal
still

my heart and tongue employ|

my hope on God is
any of those changes, bUt whe "fo,ngeg; Godos bloasine n
Co%for:gzﬂls \Svitar: Cth;r(])g(: S \a(:; he doth still my trust renew. :EZ:;?W of change which lies
change is happening around u Me through change and o
all the time, particularly in the  chance he guideth, Yours in Him,
natural world where we see only good and only true. Dave Stickland s
God unknown, N

Editorial Team:
Giles HarrisEvans, Rob Temple by two aged religious
Dewing, David Stickland ‘ an d I e m aS characters, Simeon and Anna,
Dominic Clarke Brenda who both rejoiced and gave
‘IJ:?;?EZ}#ELHE?:;?EIQ’M%Z\SS The Feast of Candlemas, d e d i c;at ed to t:ﬂ;nkjf);?urlth:tr?lzl;%hireg aﬁg\llr\;_st
Gill Clarke ,Sylvia Roberts " which traditionally falls on also the time for Mary to come ever are the further prophetic

' February 2", is the natural to the Temple herself for the words of Simeon when he
and_Jenny Clarke_ ] climax, after forty days, of womanly ceremony of purifi- speaks of the falling and risin
De5|gn&Product|on._ the Christmas/Epiphany cation forty days after child- 0? manv and the gsword thag
Renee & Charles Smith, season. It is an important birth. A sacrifice had to be will ier)(/:e The scriptures and
2692.83_ ) turning-point in the Chris- made also as part of thes the plitur ' of the F()Zhristmas
Distribution Managers: tian year. | t 6s a f ecaesrte nmroincihe si mnd 9y inters fol !
Petersfield: Brenda James, season have several pointers to
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meaning with several relatedto notice that the Holy Family
themes running through it brought the simplest, most
presentation, purification, inexpensive sacrifice that was
meeting and light for the permittedi two pigeonsi the they do at the very end of the

P @ Isderftidé of the poor. Christmas celebration and with
Candlemas marks the As we mark Candlemas weLent not too far away, they
presentation of Christ in thear e st r uc k-s Wee make Candlemas a kind of
Temple. Mary and Joseph hadnature of what it celebrates, by pivot in the Christian year. It is
to make a journey to thethe joy and pride of new as if we say, on"™ February,
Temple. in_ Jerusalem for two parents with their first son andif One | ast | ook

the suffering of the Lord, but
none more potent than the
words of Simeon. Coming as

“crutial redsong. SThey had toby the relief and happiness of i mas, and now, turn towards the

bring the child Jesus to themother safely delivered of acr oss ! o
Temple to comply with the healthy baby. This happines:
Jewish law that demandedwas underlined by being
i Ev e r Yornfmale s to be greeted on their arrival in the

Sylvia Roberts

Rock to be published on the
27th February 2010
Editorial Note: All
expressions of opinion in THe
Rock are personal ones. W¢
welcome contributions and
letters from all who read it.
Advertisements: The Rock
Management Teamegret
that they cannot accept any
responsibility for the quality
of any services or products
advertised within the Rock

Now there is an
alternative
to residential care

Care visits in your own home
allow families
to stay in touch whilst enjoying the privacy,
safety and security of continuing to live
in familiar surroundings
01730 262578

Charles House, Charles St. Petersfield GU32 3EH
Email: Petersfield@bluebirdcare.co.uk

Contemplation Homes bluebird

Providing excellent care in a homely environment at:

Acacia House Nursing Home , Horndean
Tel. Matron Mrs Linda Murray on 023 9259 4138

Two Beeches Nursing Home, Waterlooville

Tel. Matron Mrs Debbie Smith on 023 9223 2706
6lt is the policy of

l'iving, preserving

our
di gn

www.contemplation -homes.co.uk
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Once again St
Peterds wi
took part in the
townos C
Festivities at the
beginning of Decem-
ber. The church was
visited by many |
people who enjoyed’
the many stalls, thel
carol singing and the
hot chocolate andj§
homemade cakes.
Over £500 was
donated for church
funds over the
weekend. To the
right is a snapshot in
pictures!

Clockwise from top
left: Unity Book-
shop with Anthony

Smyth, Gillian
Druce and Jill
Watts; The PACT
stand with Dave
and Jean Dowsdes-
wel | ; Mot her s o6
Union with Kate
Hargreaves;
Mayor and May-
oress of Alton;
Community carol
singing; Story
telling with Jill
Hancock

What happens when a Vicar leaves?

(Continued from pagg) and vicarage, and meet thetheoretically, could be a candidate accepts the offer,
appointed representativeschurchwardens and PCCs.shorter (and less costly)they will then have to
votes against someone on théNormally, on the following process but if the Patron resign from their current
grounds that the candidate is alay, there would be interviews fails to find a suitable nomi- position and work through a
women, that person would bewith the Bishop and parish nee then the appointmentnotice period- normally three
personally liable under the representatives, Archdeaconprocess could be delayed asnonths- before they can be
Sex Discrimination Act. and Area Dean, with a the advertising route has thencollated and inducted into
decision being made on thatto be followed. Again the their new parish.
day. The parish representa-{parish representatives can veto During the

) ) tives can veto any anycandidate(s).
If the post is advertised, a candidate(s).

shortlist will be prepared by

To Advertise or to
Nominate? period of
vacancy or "interregnum”, the
Once all parties involved in legal responsibility for the
the Bishop and his advisors, As an alternative to advertis-the interviews have agreed,parish falls on the churchwar-
and the shoslisted candidates IN9» the parishes may requesthe Patron can offer the dens.
will spend a day in the the Patron to nominate one orbenefice to the preferred

parishes to view the churches™°re candidates. This, candidate. Assuming the

David Francombe
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